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Agenda

• MiFamily: Michigan’s Family Engagement Framework
• Section 35(i) Funded MiFamily Centers
• Questions



MiFamily: Michigan’s Prenatal 
through Post Secondary Family 

Engagement Framework



January 2018-MDE Family 
Engagement Leadership 

Team Forms

• Launch of Family Engagement Leadership Team and Creation of 
Advisory Groups

• Adoption of Family Engagement Definition and 5 Principles
• Work with NAFSCE and CCSSO begins
• Creation of an Internal Family Engagement Framework to Guide Work

March, 2020-MDE 
Releases MiFamily

• Framework Launched the Same Week of COVID Shutdowns
• Work Shifted and Stalled
• Development of Family Engagement “One Pagers” – requested by the 

field

Spring, 2024-MiLEAP is 
launched and an office 
devoted to continuing 
and building upon this 

work is created

• Hiring of Staff
• Section 35i MiFamily Centers



Family Engagement Definition 
and Principles

Family engagement is a 
collaborative relationship 
between families, 
educators, providers, and 
partners to support and 
improve the learning, 
development, and health 
of every learner. 



MiFamily: 
Michigan’s Family 
Engagement 
Framework



MiFamily: Michigan’s Family 
Engagement Framework
• Version 1 was created and 

used to conduct 9 focus 
groups (approximately 200 
educators, providers, and 
partners) in the fall of 2019

• Modifications were made 
based on recurring themes 
from the focus groups



MiFamily: Michigan’s Family 
Engagement Framework

WHAT IT IS

• A Prenatal through post-
secondary framework to 
guide educators and 
practitioners

• Created and revised with 
stakeholders in the field

• A first edition
• The first of many resources 

to aid in engaging families
• About 10 pages of content

WHAT IT IS NOT

• Meant to be used by families
• Mandated
• Compliance focused
• Stale and outdated
• Too long!!!



Setting the 
Foundation
• Latest Research
• MDE’s Family Engagement 

Definition and Principles



The 5 Principles

• Outlines the five principles 
and provides three 
evidence-based practices 
related to each principle

• Overview of the stakeholder 
involvement process



From Vision to 
Practice

Charts that can be used to 
assess current practice and 
gather ideas for improved 
practice

• Early Childhood
• Elementary
• Secondary
• After School Programs



MiFamily Engagement Centers
Regional Systems of Support



MiFamily Engagement Centers

Region 1: Upper Peninsula – Copper Country ISD
Region 2: Northwest LP – Char-Em ISD
Region 3: Northeast LP – AMA ESD
Region 4: West – Ottawa Area ISD
Region 5: Central – Bay-Arenac ISD

Al 
Thomas

Region 6: East – St. Clair County RESA
Region 7: South Central – Ingham ISD
Region 8: Southwest – Berrien, Kalamazoo RESA
Region 9: Southeast – Washtenaw ISD
Region 10: Metro Detroit – Wayne RESA

Melissa 
Manko



Purpose of the Grant
• Development of a system of support, 

not a physical space, for 
educators/providers working with 
families

• Launching activities, including, but not 
limited to, training, coaching, technical 
assistance, resource development, and 
online learning modules

• Supporting compensation and 
required travel for coordinators and 
coaches of the MiFamily Engagement 
Centers.

• Allocating $120,000 each year over the 
next 4 years to build on the existing 
infrastructure and continue the work 
of the established Literacy Support 
Network Hubs in the region.



Grant Requirements

• Family Engagement Coordinators, Coaches, Literacy Hub leaders 
• Participation in monthly Community of Practice meetings
• Partnerships within region
• MiFamily: Michigan’s Family Engagement Framework including 

principles



Regional Partnerships
• Great Start to Quality Resource 

Centers 
• Local Great Start 

Collaboratives/Family Coalitions
• K-3 Literacy Coaches
• ISDs and LEAs
• Local Libraries
• Community Organizations
• MiSTEM Network
• Childcare providers
• DHHS 
• Other organizations in your region



Statewide Campaign

• Awarded to Berrien RESA
• $2 million to share how parents can support early literacy for 

children B-5th grade
• Expand parental knowledge
• Raise awareness of GSC/FC, before and after school programs 
• Build upon work of Literacy Hubs

• Funding must be spent by September 30, 2025



Family Engagement 
Committees

• Education Partnership Team - The 
Family Engagement and Early 
Literacy Unit

• State Partners Team - Collaborate 
with the Education Partnership 
Team members to create and/or 
support the development of all 
family engagement resources 
and provide professional learning.

• Advisory Team - Acting like an 
accordion, this group will review 
work done by the Education 
Partnerships and State Partners 
teams, provide feedback, and 
advise future family engagement 
efforts.



Current Work
• Our two consultants are facilitating touch point meetings with each 

region that will exist until the end of the grant
• Upcoming in person meetings with Regions
• Creating presentations and submitting proposals for presentations 

at conferences
• Attending various meetings and trainings to build partnerships
• Community of Practice (10 regions) development and calendar forthcoming in 

early August

• The whole team is attending the NAFSCE(National Assembly for Family 
Engagement in Education) conference Oct 21-25

• Evaluation Plan for the Centers with Region 8 TA Center

https://nafsce.org/


Initial Observations
• Disconnect between PreK and K-12
• Siloed Approaches
• Need for clear and consistent language



Systems Building
• Slow work
• Need for careful attention to detail and planning



www.mi.gov/familypartnerships 

http://www.mi.gov/familypartnerships


Thank you!!!
Jonnie Taton-Director  tatonj2@michigan.gov 
Shanon Everett-Manager  everetts2@michigan.gov 
Melissa Manko-Consultant  mankom@michigan.gov 
Al Thomas-Consultant  thomasa27@michigan.gov 
Tewonia Alamu-Specialist  Alamut@michigan.gov 
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